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SUB J : KUMASI PIONEER RESUMES PUBLICATION 

REF: ACCRA 4125 

1 . PIONEER, ONE OF GHANA'S TWO INDEPENDENT PAPERS, RESUMED 
PUBLICATION MAY 26 AFTER BEING SHUT DOWN MAY 10 BY ASHANTI REGIONAL 
COMMISSIONER OSEI. IN ITS MAY 26 EDITION, PAPER EXPLAINED THAT OSEI 
HAD OBJECTED TO STORY ENTITLED "UNIVERSITY CLOSED DOWN," ON GROUNDS 
THAT IT LEFT IMPRESSION GOG HAD CLOSED UNIVERSITY WHEN IN FACT 
ACADEMIC BOARD AT LEGON HAD MADE DECISION. ACCORDING TO PIONEER, 
OSEI SENT TWO ARMED SOLDIERS TO FETCH EDITOR; SINCE HE WAS OUT OF 
KUMASI, THEY BROUGHT MANAGING DIRECTOR INSTEAD. OSEI THEN TOLD 
MANAGING DIRECTOR THAT HE WAS BANNING PAPER BECAUSE IT HAD NOT 
CHANGED ITS ANTI-GOVERNMENT POLICY DESPITE PREVIOUS WARNINGS. 
FOLLOWING PROTESTS BY GHANA JOURNALISTS ASSOCIATION TO COMMISSIONER 
FOR INFORMATION YARNEY, OSEI BACKED DOWN AND AT A MAY 22 MEETING 
CLAIMED HE HAD NOT REALLY BANNED PIONEER BUT MERELY WARNED THAT HE 
WOULD BE COMPELLED TO DO SO IF IT DID NOT CHANGE ITS POLICIES. 

2. COMMENT: PIONEER'S ACCOUNT HAS THE RING OF TRUTH TO IT AND 
CORRESPONDS IN SUBSTANCE TO WORD WE GET PRIVATELY - 

THAT OSEI OVERREACTED TO PIONEER'S STORY ON UNIVERSITY CLOSURE 
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AND WAS OVERRULED BY THE CASTLE (GHANA'S WHITE HOUSE). PAPER 
APPEARED ON SCHEDULE AGAIN MAY 29. SMITH 
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